
READING TIPS FOR FAMILIES 
 
You may be wondering, “How can I help my child with reading at home?”  It is 
vital that your children have opportunities to do the following: 

 Be read to on a regular basis 

 Read to someone else 

 Witness reading and writing as essential activities in our lives 
 
READ TO YOUR CHILD:  Research has shown that children who are read to 
become better readers and thus better students.  Have fun!  Before reading, look 
at the pictures and predict what might happen in the story.  Talk about exciting 
parts, your favorite character, and a new way to end the book. 
 
READ WITH YOUR CHILD:  Praise and encourage early readers who can read 
to you through the pictures.  As your child begins to recognize the words, try to 
focus on what he or she is doing well.  If you child comes to an unknown word, 
give him or her some time before you speak.  Rather than immediately telling 
your child the word or telling your child to “sound it out,” try some of these 
suggestions: 

 “What would make sense there?” 

 “Skip over it and read to the end of the sentence.  Now what do you think 
that word might be?” 

 “Use the picture to help you figure out what it might be.” 

 “Look at how the word begins.  Get your mouth ready.” 

 If your child is getting frustrated, simply tell your child the word so he/she 
can keep going with the flow of the story.  Above all else, keep reading an 
enjoyable activity. 

 
LET YOUR CHILD SEE YOU READ:  Show your child that reading is enjoyable.  
Share appropriate stories you are reading in the newspaper.  Talk about the 
recipe you are preparing.  Look at the instructions printed on a board game.  
Laugh out loud while reading your favorite novel. 
 
POINT OUT READING AS YOU GO THROUGH DAILY LIVING:  Reading is 
everywhere!  We read for information and assistance.  Talk with your child as you 
look at street signs, billboards, fast-food menus, or directions. 
 
VISIT THE LIBRARY WITH YOUR CHILD:  They will value what you value. 
 
HAVE BOOKS IN YOUR HOME THAT YOUR CHILD CAN READ:  Suggest 
books as gifts from your family at birthday and holiday times.  Help your child find 
or make a safe place to keep his/her special books, away from pets or siblings.  
Library books kept in this space will be readily available when they are due. 
 
Above all, make reading a fun thing to do – not a chore or a job. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Burzinski 


